
Flying Pollen and Other News
Hey, hey its the third week of May and the pollen is flying in the Willamette Valley!  Reports of the yellow clouds that are 
so important to our industry are dotting the landscape, especially over early crops like forage tall fescue and orchardgrass.   
And, if the favorable forecast holds true, the next few weeks will have much more of the same.
So how do the crops look? Generally, quite nice. This year’s 
weather has been very favorable to good crop establishment, 
minimal winter damage, and acceptable spring for spraying 
and fertilizing.   There has been some field mice damage and 
rust issues, but the biggest concerns are regarding Poa annua 
and Poa trivialis contamination. Otherwise, grass crops seem 
to be on track to deliver good yields.
What about prompt and future markets? New crop purchasing 
seems to have started early, with a number of buyers already 
securing a portion of their needs of Gulf and proprietary 
ryegrasses, and maybe as important as the price, securing 
their places in line for new crop. Forward purchasing has 
been slow and steady. More buyers than sellers at this point. 
While minimal amounts of old crop exists, this forward 
booking activity has brought softness to the prompt price, 
as it moves more in line with new crop pricing.
Similar to Gulf, there is very little old crop forage tall fescue.   
Pricing has started to trickle down toward new crop pricing on 
both fawn and KY-31.  Market activity on both new and old crop 
is pretty quiet as sellers and buyers await Missouri crop reports 

and early Oregon reports.
Turf-type tall fescue fields 
look good,  a l though as 
mentioned above, some may 
have contamination issues.  
Pricing for new crop  is likely 
still a month or so away. 
Buying activity is expected 
to be high. Similar to Gulf, 
getting a place in line will be 
more critical this year due to 
lack of carryover.
C r i m s o n  c l o ve r  s e e m s 
to finally find a spot that 
accommodates both buyers 
and sellers. Prompt and new 
crop purchases are active.
Trading has also increased in 
the winter pea and other cover 
crop commodities including 
radish, vetch, rape, and clovers.
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Get Covered Early
We have begun this season’s cover crop marketing, focusing 
on three leading products - Lowboy low-growing annual 
ryegrass, CCS-779 radish, and AU Merit hairy vetch. These 
are all uniquely and potentially powerful tools to aid your 
cover crop customers. Be sure to learn about them and 
book your needs early enough.  Visit lowboyryegrass.com, 
ccs779radish.com and aumeritvetch.com to learn more.

CCS 779's deep taproot 
and abundant foliage work 

together to improve soil 
compaction, scavenge and 
store excess nitrogen, and 
suppress weeds. Easy to 

terminate in cold climates. 

LowBoy's denser, shorter 
canopy suppresses weeds 

and provides for easier, 
more complete termination. 

Deep and thick roots hold 
soil, absorb water, and form 

abundant root channels.

AU Merit's intense early 
growth produces massive 
amounts of nitrogen heavy 
biomass earlier in spring, 
increasing potential for 

quicker nitrogen uptake of 
spring planted crops.

Reduces Compaction
Scavenges Nutrients

Easier Termination
Deep & Wide Roots

Produces 175 lb N/acre
Ready 15 Days Earlier

CCS 779 RadishLowboy Ryegrass AU Merit Vetch

FEED YOUR SOIL
with these innovative cover crops

Learn more. Find Dealers. Call 888-550-2930 or visit:
ccs779radish.com |lowboyryegrass.com | aumeritvetch.com
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