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Pasture Condition Score

Overall Individual

45 - 50 S

35-45 4

25 -35

15-25

10 - 15

rr' n

Management. Change Suggested

No change is needed at this time

Minor changes would enhance, do most beneficial first
Improvements benefit productivity and/or environment
Needs immediate management changes, high return likely

Major effort required in time, management, and expense
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Pasture Condition Score Sheet

Purposes Step 4—Whe
the g

ity and the stability HIL 1ise * this number to determine the ove

ater resources pasture score. If the | gor score is less th

to the nt vigor causative factors' eriteria o

identify the plant stress(es) causing re
causative fact

Step 5—When scoring erosion, rate sheet and rill erosio
time. Rate ot 5 of erosion only if present
» sheet may be used to rate different pastures in a hich one(s) by identifying the
Season » same pasture over a period of Erosion type v Nque Sy XL Lo IS score
isture y v can tr trends, either vide tl «d 1o scor n separatel
rcline, in its condition » indicato e individual scores. A ne
response to stresses caused by m 1S 1o pri
), some indicators may change as eacl first and how
wses, An indicator
e time and low another. 1 mity of use Step 6—T
L} 1me, Sev 3 weather the followir
sure can vary widely on the
hen tl are scored during
f management the pasture re-
‘1 wise Lo score a !-n‘\'llll at
y times during the vear before deciding to D0l No changes in manage:
5 in management. Indicate on the form the at this time

Procedure

Step 1—Rate each pasture one by one that is occupied all
il 1e time by a | 1 or flock and separated from

o pasture areas by rtable fixed fencing. Paddocks

t Major effc

in rotational pastures may be rated se elyorasa

I t i . v \ agement
combined unit. It d nds on how alike sy are. If any

icator looks m: y different from paddock to pad

Step 2
of their ative wor arn or recall how e indica

eimng managed, set

criteria
condition md
ext. Use the 1 to
eve or measure as precisely as yor




Pasture Condition Score Sheet

Percent desirable
plants

randing. Shade a

Plant cover

Plant diversity

poorly distributed

Plant residue Ground cover: Ground cov Ground cover: Ground cover:

bt present. Standing Standing

ad forage: forag

Standir

fora,

Plant vigor




Pasture Condition Score Sheet

Indicator

Percent desirable
plants

Desirable species
< 20% of stand.
Annual weeds and/
or woody species
dominant.

Desirable species
20-40% of stand.
Mostly weedy an-

nuals and/or woody

species present and
expanding. Shade a
factor.

40-60% desirable
forage species.
Undesirable broad-
leaf weeds and
annual weedy
grasses invading.
Some woodies.

60-80% of plant
community are
desirable species.
Remainder mostly
intermediates and
a few undesirables
present.

Desirable species
exceed 80% of
plant community.
Scattered inter-
mediates.




Pasture Condition Score Sheet

Indicator

Plant cover
(Live stems and
green leaf cover
of all desirable
and intermediate
species.)

Canopy: < 50%
Basal area: < 15%
Photosynthetic
area very low.
Very little plant
cover to slow

or stop runoff.

Canopy: 50-70%

Basal area: 15-25%

Photosynthetic
area low. Vegetal
retardance to
runoff low.

Canopy: 70-90%
Basal area: 25-35%
Most forages
grazed close,

little leaf area

to intercept sun-
light. Moderate

vegetal retardance.

Canopy: 90-95%
Basal area: 35-50%
Spot grazed low
and high so some
loss of photo-

synthetic potential.

Vegetal retardance
still high.

Canopy: 95-100%
Basal area: >50%
Forages maintained
in leafy condition for
best photosynthetic
activity. Very thick
stand, slow or no
runoff flows.




Pasture Condition Score Sheet

Indicator

Plant diversity

One dominant

(> 75% of DM wt.)
forage species.

Or, over b forage
species (all <20%)
from one dominant
functional group,
not evenly grazed

- poorly distributed.

Two to five forage
species from one
dominant functional
(>75% of DM wt.)
group. At least one
avoided by livestock
permitting presence
of mature seed
stalks. Species in
patches

L N Score-----

)
5]

Three forage species
(each 2026 of DM wt.)
from one function-

al group. None
avoided. Or, one
forage species each
from two functional
groups, both supply
25-50% of DM wt.

Three to four forage

species (each 20%
of DM wt.) with at
least one being a
legume. Well inter-
mixed, compatible
growth habit, and
comparable palata
bility.

Four to five forage
species representing
three functional
groups (each 20% of
DM wt.) with at least
one being a legume.
Intermixed well,
compatible growth
habit, and compa
rable palatability.




Pasture Condition Score Sheet

Livestock
concentration

Areas

Soil compaction

Erosion
el and ri

Rate additional erosion categ




Pasture Condition Score Sheet

Farm or ranch site Date

Pasture Unit Desc

Indicators

over of desirables and intermediates is:
1 5

Plant diversityl/

Plant vigor (

Degt st

1
(If less than 4 se factor

= Percent legumel/

P ne weigh

1 4 5

0, or =60 10 )20 -39
ne 155
Uniformity of use
Degree ol ot ¢ g
3 1 3

ungrazed  ung

ivestock concentration areas

Soil compaction

Pasture condition score




Pasture Condition Score Sheet

04/24/02

Pasture Unit Deseription

Pasture Condition Score Management. Change Suggested

John Geeseman

Farm or ranch site: Date

Overall Individual

45 - 50 5 No chanae is needed at this time

35-45 Minor changes would enhance, do most beneficial first

25 - 35 Improvements benefit productivity and/or environment

15- 25 Needs immediate management changes, high return likely

10 - 15 Major effort required in time, management, and expense




Soil fertility
P & K status

Upper 4-inch root
zone pH

Severity of use

Site ads ion of

desired species

Climatic stresses

Insect and/or

disease pressure

Plant Vigor Causative Factors

USE WHEN PLANT VIGOR <4




Pasture Condition Score Sheet

Pasture Unit Description

Causative Factors Affecting Plant Vigor <4

Soil fertility (P & K status) |
Phosphorus

1

atus of the s
3 | 5

Soil fertility (N status)
Nitrogen status of the grasses is:
1 3 5

Soil pH

pH status of the soil for the u st fits:
1 2 5
or > i 1.5-5.0 G.0-7
or 1,0
Severity of use
| Degr f1 remaovil
1 2 3 1 5
ud criteria and select aj umber
[ {
Site adaptation of desired species
Pre ted or desired forage s

3 1

| Insects and disease pressure

Soil §
pH stz




